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mailto:studyaway%40apu.edu?subject=


4

Dear Adventurer,
 
Greetings from the shores of Lake Tahoe! It is my privilege to welcome 
you to this very special and iconic place in the American West and in 
God’s created order. We will be exploring with our minds, bodies and 
spirits what it means to be a 21st century Christian charged with caring 
for creation. The forests and peaks surrounding us offer an ideal setting 
in which to take up our task.
 
As a professor of philosophy and director of the Lake Tahoe Semester, I 
have been helping students integrate the exploration of wilderness and 
academic pursuits for the past 20 years. I started in much the same way 
that you are starting right now, by participating in an undergraduate 
program in the mountains that combined rigorous academics with wil-
derness exploration in a small, tightly-knit community. The experience 

of connecting wilderness with academic inquiry in a close community left an indelible mark on 
me and I arranged for my graduate work to be done in a place where I could ski, climb, and moun-
tain bike as I pursued my doctorate. I ended up writing my dissertation on Aristotle as he is some-
one who knows a great deal about the integration of the natural world and the mind. I have been 
leading students through the wilderness of the history of ideas and some of the great mountain 
ranges of the West  since 1999 and seen, first-hand, how Christian community can be formed when 
we study and  travel as the Body of Christ in wild places. The experiences in front of you this semes-
ter will produce more intrepid minds and hearts in the classroom and it is very likely that you will 
make life-long friends not just with the people you encounter here, but with the ideas and thinkers 
as well.
 
My prayer for you this semester is that you will become more whole and holy. Contemporary phi-
losophers and historians of note agree that the dominant feature of postmodern life is fragmenta-
tion. Sadly, this fragmentation impacts even the Christian university where one’s spiritual, academ-
ic and social life can exist in almost entirely separate spheres of experience. The goal this semester 
is to decrease our fragmentation by seeing how different academic disciplines interrelate and how 
one can bring the body, mind and spirit into a greater unity. Use this community that declares 
God’s truth to progress towards the wholeness offered us in the holy person of Christ.
 

Yours,
 
David Williams, Ph.D.
Director, Zephyr Point Tahoe Semester
Professor of Philosophy

Director’s 
Welcome

INTRODUCTION
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Program 
Overview

The Zephyr Point Tahoe Semester is located at Zeph-
yr Point Presbyterian Conference Center on the eastern 
shore of Lake Tahoe. Living in a worshipping/learning 
community, students investigate the many aspects of the 
environment through the use of science, humanities, and 
co-curricular activities that allow students to explore the 
natural world. General Education credits are available in 
Natural Sciences, Humanities: History, Philosophy, and 
Biblical Studies through integrated courses that focus on 
the environment of the Tahoe Basin. 

These academic options are enhanced with speakers who 
address environmental issues, and local site visits within 
the Lake Tahoe and Sacramento communities, to create a 
deeper connection to the curriculum content. 

The semester also includes structured experiences in 
backpacking and extracurricular opportunities such as 
mountain biking, skiing, kayaking, hiking, rock climbing, 
stand-up paddle boarding, and trail running. These oppor-
tunities, as well as the rich curriculum, provide a chance 
to experience, investigate, and apply academic course-
work through experiential learning in Lake Tahoe, Sacra-
mento, and the surrounding area.

Environment
Students are immersed in stunning surroundings on the 
shores of Lake Tahoe in an environment that allows them 
to explore nature through the humanities, science, com-
munal living, and worship.

Science
Students engage in hands-on experiences in physical sci-
ence and natural history to gain an understanding of the 
Tahoe Basin.

Humanities
Students utilize and engage in humanities to examine the 
rise of science as it pertains to the order of Christian life. 
Students establish an understanding of their place and

INTRODUCTION
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Program 
Overview

how the nature of science has transformed the “patterns” 
(Romans 12:2) in the contemporary world.

Faith
Students discover the unique relationship between the 
life of faith and the life of the mind through the integra-
tion of faith and academic inquiry.

Community
Students are exposed to and discover what it means to 
be a part of a community through three distinct develop-
ment stages. The first of these stages fosters spiritual and 
social development through an introductory backpacking 
experience, the second stage emphasizes the academic 
journey and how it applies to living in community, and 
the third stage synthesizes the spiritual, social, and aca-
demic components of the semester during a weeklong 
integrative trip.

Diversity
Through the integration of sciences, humanities, and 
community, students develop a richer sense of diversity as 
a necessary component of human culture and the natural 
world.

Leadership
Students cultivate a stronger sense of leadership and 
self-confidence through elements of communal support 
in the physical, academic, and spiritual arenas.

INTRODUCTION
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Importance of 
Preparation

The semester prior to Zephyr Point Tahoe you will be meeting with your cohort for preparation 
meetings. These meetings are mandatory and a huge help in preparation of logistics, academ-
ics and support to learn about the Zephyr Point Tahoe semester program.  Also the Study Away 
Interns who host these meetings are there to be a resource and guide through each of these 
meetings. Advising outside of the meetings is available with a Study Away Intern in addition to 
the meetings or any meetings you might have missed. Below is the breakdown for the amount of 
preparation you will receive before you depart: 

 y Academic Advising with a Study Away Intern
 y Pre-departure meeting: Program overview, team building with cohort, logistical prep
 y Study Away pre-departure emails: Logistical preparation
 y On-site Program Orientation 

Provided for you in addition to meetings are also pre-departure email communications and pro-
gram information folders which have information about travel and transportation, health and 
safety, google slides from meetings, and more. Be sure to check your email and read through the 
program information folders. 

INTRODUCTION

Return to Table of Contents
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Global Learning 
Objectives

INTRODUCTION

The Center for Global Learning and Engagement has established twelve global learning objectives, 
under the broader APU General Education outcome areas, to reflect intercultural competence de-
velopment in study away programs.

 y https://www.apu.edu/global-engagement/learning/
 y https://www.apu.edu/provost/generaleducation/

Global Learning Objectives (GLO’s) are essential attributes that the APU Center for Global Learning 
and Engagement believe are needed to achieve global competence.  APU study away students will 
have the opportunity to develop in many of these areas through thoughtfully-planned and imple-
mented domestic and international programs. 

Spiritual Formation: 
Developing personal faith/beliefs and knowledge of Christian and other faith traditions.

Behavior Transformation: 
Consciously acting in a just, socially responsible, and concrete way in my daily life. For example, 
actions/choices in relationships, purchasing, diet, media, technology, social involvement, environ-
mental impact, consumption habits, transportation use, vocational choices, etc.

Self-Limitation: 
Humbly setting aside personal habits/preferences and operating physically within the community 
as if a local member.

Return to Table of Contents
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LOGISTIC PREPARATION

Flight 
Information

Group/Individual Travel
Participants in APU’s Zephyr Point Tahoe Semester have the option to book travel through APU or 
independently. 

OPTION A: Included in the cost of your program is one standard, round-trip flight departing from 
Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) or San Francisco International Airport (SFO) to Reno, Neva-
da and returning from Reno, Nevada to LAX or SFO. The cost of this flight is included in your pro-
gram fee. 
OPTION B: You can elect to plan your own travel. You must arrive to the Zephyr Point Campus by 
the time and date stated in their program materials. Students must depart from the Zephyr Point 
Campus by the time and date stated in their program materials. 

Flight Details
Flight details and ticket information will be shared with student participants via email and pro-
gram information folders. To learn more about luggage requirements, seat assignments, etc. please 
visit the airline website directly. 

Flight Deviation Policy
I. Your flight: Included in the cost of your program is one standard, round-trip flight departing from 
Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) or San Francisco International Airport (SFO) to Reno, Neva-
da and returning from Reno, Nevada to LAX or SFO. The Center for Global Learning & Engagement 
(Study Away) purchases all flights for Zephyr Point Tahoe semester participants. 
 
II. Flight Deviations: Any deviations from the standard flight are not included. The Program will 
NOT coordinate any flight deviations for any reason, including:
 
·  Returning to another U.S. state
·  Extending your stay in Zephyr Point/Lake Tahoe

Return to Table of Contents
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LOGISTIC PREPARATION

Flight 
Information

If you would like to make changes to the standard group flight, you may do so independently. 
Please understand that a flight deviation is an optional/personal choice, and will not be coordinat-
ed by the CGLE/Study Away office.
 
III. Deviating My Flight: Any travel deviations associated with your program issued ticket will be ar-
ranged with the airline or travel agency directly. Students must contact the airline or travel agency 
independently to request and pay for any optional/personal choice deviation requests.
 
IV. lmportant Notes on Flight Deviations:

 y No travel deviations may be made in order to arrive at Zephyr Point Tahoe before or after the 
program start date. The Program Orientation is imperative to the student experience through-
out the entire semester.

 y Airport transportation is only guaranteed with the APU standard group flight.
 y You will be responsible to pay any and all change fees for flight deviations.
 y Any unused portions of the APU issued group flight will not evoke any kind of financial com-
pensation/reimbursement by APU or its program affiliates.

 y Any tickets purchased outside of the specified travel agent will not be reimbursed by APU or 
its program affiliates.

It is the responsibility of the student to send confirmation of any deviated flight itinerary to both 
the CGLE/Study Away office by emailing studyaway@apu.edu and also program staff (see emails 
provided in Program Guidebook).

Return to Table of Contents

Airport Shuttle
An airport shuttle will be provided only from Reno to Zephyr campus. 

Flight Luggage Requirements
Students are required to provide their own luggage in compliance with both APU 
and Airline policies. Check the airline carrier for specific luggage details. 

mailto:studyaway%40apu.edu?subject=
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LOGISTIC PREPARATION

What to Bring:
 y General study supplies
 y Laptop
 y Required Textbooks
 y Required class supplies
 y Personal Hygiene items
 y Linens (reqgular size twin beds)
 y Towels
 y Backpack/Daypack
 y Alarm clock
 y Having 2-3 dressier outfits for particular functions like the opening and closing banquets, 

church on Sundays and other events would be advantageous.
Outerwear:

 y The elevation at Zephyr Point is 6,400ft. The first months of the semester will be cold to cool 
but warm as the semester progresses. You’ll want plenty of warm clothing and good quality 
snow/rain gear. The following is a list of some good outdoor equipment retailers:
 y REI    www.rei.com
 y Sierra Trading Post  www.sierratradingpost.com
 y Campmor   www.campmor.com

Optional Items:
 y Pillows/Blankets (personal preference)
 y Camera
 y Sleeping Bag (we will provide 0 degree sleepings bags, but if bringing your own, see specific 

info on Trek Equipment list)
 y Musicial Instruments
 y Lightweight Crazy Creek style chair
 y Broad games, cards, etc

Do Not Bring:
 y Cars
 y TV or Dvd player
 y Small Fridge
 y Xbox, Playstation, etc
 y Pets
 y It’s best to leave jewelry and other expensive personal items at home

Packing 
List

Return to Table of Contents
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 y Light Fleece Jacket (1)
 y Insulated Jacket/Parka (synthetic is preferred)
 y Long Underwear-top (NO Cotton)
 y Long Underwear-bottom*(NO Cotton)
 y Wool/Fleece pants
 y Wool/Fleece Gloves  (1pr)
 y Waterproof Insulated Gloves or Mittens (mittens are warmer) (1 pr)
 y Wool/Fleece Hat (2)
 y Waterproof Shell Jacket 
 y Waterproof Shell Pants
 y T-Shirts (2-3) (Cotton is fine)
 y Shorts (1 pair)
 y Wool socks (3 pair)
 y Waterproof Hiking boots* (Broken In)
 y Down booties

Personal Equipment:
 y Sunscreen/Lip balm
 y Sunglasses
 y Baseball Cap & Bandana
 y Personal Hygiene kit
 y Headlamp 
 y Bible/Journal/Pen
 y Cup/Bowl and spoon*
 y Water bottle (2)*
 y Camera
 y Clean clothes for ride home

Backpacking Gear:
 y We will provide all backpacking equipment for those who need it. If you plan on bringing your 

own equipment please take note of specific info about each piece of gear. 
 y Backpack (Needs to be at least 5,000 cubic inches or 80 Liters)
 y Sleeping Bag (Synthetic Bag rated to 0-degrees) NO Down Sleeping Bags!
 y Sleeping Pad (Full length closed cell foam or Thermarest style pads work great)
 y Bivy Sack (Fully waterproof)

Backpacking List 

12Return to Table of Contents
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LOGISTIC PREPARATION

Communication
While Away

We live in a world of interconnectedness aided by amazing technology. For the most part this is 
good as it allows us to close distances with family and friends. At its worst technology can keep us 
from being present to the places and people immediately surrounding us. There are no rules on 
technology use at the Lake Tahoe Semester but you are encouraged to regulate your use of tech-
nology in order to maximize the good things that some distance can bring about: perspective, 
time to reflect, time to converse and to think and pray deeply. If you are simply recreating through 
texting, Facetime, Skype and the rest the world you inhabit everyday, then what is the point of 
studying away?  If bandwidth becomes a problem at Zephyr Point, stricter rules may be enforced.  
Please limit downloading photos, movies, streaming services, etc.   

There is a courtesy phone in the lobby of the Tallac Center. This phone allows calls to the office, 
local numbers, or 911. You may make credit card calls using toll-free access. There are no payphones 
on-site.

Return to Table of Contents 13
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Addresses for
Mail and Packages

Mail service is not provided at the Zephyr Point Tahoe 
campus. Students expecting mail should inform sender to 
address it to:

Student Name
General Delivery
Zephyr Cove, NV 89448 

Students must arrange for pick-up of their incoming mail 
at the Zephyr Cove Post Office:

212 ELKS POINT RD
ZEPHYR COVE, NV 89448-9800
 
Phone: 775-588-5419
Fax: 775-588-6042
Click HERE for more information. 
 
The Zephyr Point Tahoe campus can receive most Amazon 
and FedEx packages at: 

Zephyr Point - Lake Tahoe Conference & Retreat Center
P.O. Box 289, Zephyr Cove, NV 89448 
(775) 588-6759 x 100

Return to Table of Contents
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LOGISTIC PREPARATION

Money

On Zephyr Point Tahoe site there is a 
coffee shop called Cabin 28! It is a sweet 
spot to get coffee and hang out with your 
peers.

The resort town of South Lake Tahoe is 
only three miles from Zephyr Point. It has 
shopping, restaurants, coffee shops and 
grocery stores. While all of your meals will 
be provided, it would be good to budget 
for a meal out per week (if you choose) 
and a couple of trips to coffee shops.

As you plan and budget for your semester 
in Zephyr, there are some additional costs 
that will be at your own expense such as 
books, coffee, meals, laundry and other 
personal costs.

Return to Table of Contents
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ACADEMICS

Semester at 
a Glance 

A semester experience at Zephyr Point Lake Tahoe that combines:
 y Christian community
 y Introductory wilderness adventures
 y Integrated courses designed to help students understand environmental
 y issues from the perspective of history, philosophy, Biblical studies and biology.

What is the purpose?
To position yourself as a 21st c. Christian capable of caring for creation through the development of 
your:

 y Mind (through integrated courses designed to understand the underpinnings of the environ-
mental issues we face),

 y Body (learning how to travel safely and respectfully in the wild spaces of God’s creation) and
 y Spirit: (through Christian community and worship).

How We Accomplish the Purpose
Trek 1 Disciple: Introductory Wilderness Experience
Trek 2 Scholar: The Academic journey
Trek 3 Disciple/Scholar: Five Day trip synthesizing discipleship and scholarship

In order to view our current course offerings, please visit 
our website! Click HERE for more information. 

Semester Requirements
 y APU prerequisites are mandatory.
 y Students can only be enrolled in up to 6 online 
units.

 y Students must maintain full-time enrollment status. 
(minimum 12 units)

 y Students must maintain a minimum of 9 units face-
to-face (online courses do not meet this require-
ment).

Note: All courses are subject to change. Students will 
be notified if there are any modifications to the current 
course offerings. 

Required Courses & Electives

Return to Table of Contents
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ACADEMICS

Academic Policies 
Resources 

Textbook List
Please note: Students will be emailed with a list of the required textbooks a month or so be-
fore departure.  

Academic Policies
To view APU’s academic policies, click HERE. 

Academic Resources
To view APU’s academic resources, click HERE.

Registration for Classes
You are required to register for the classes you will take during your semester away just if you were 
on-campus. Look for an email from the Undergraduate Enrollment Services Center (UESC) that in-
cludes your appointment date and time to register for classes. To learn more about how to enroll in 
APU Study Away course, visit our Course Registration Resource site. 

Return to Table of Contents 17
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FINANCIAL

Financial
Information

Cost Breakdown
In order to view our current cost breakdown, please visit 
our website! Click HERE for more information.

Scholarship Information
In order to view information on scholarships, please visit 
our website! Click HERE for more information.

CGLE/Study Away- Financial Aid Policies
Please ensure that you have read and understood 
our Financial Aid Policies covering payment dead-
lines, refund policy, and more! Click HERE for more 
information. 

 y To view CGLE financial policies, please visit our web-
site, click HERE for more information.

 y For current tuition and program fees, click 
HERE. 

Undergraduate Enrollment Services Center: (Student Financial Services)
In order to view UESC Student Financial Services, please visit the website! Click HERE for more informa-
tion.

Return to Table of Contents
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HEALTH & SAFETY

APU/ CGLE Health 
& Safety Policies

Student health and safety on study away programs is of the highest priority to Azusa Pacific University 
and its program affiliates. To learn more about the health and safety provisions available to Azusa Pacif-
ic University students, please view the Center for Global Learning and Engagement (CGLE) Health and 
Safety Resource Site. The resource site covers topics including: 

 y Traveler Health: Learn how to stay healthy and what to do if you become ill; includes important 
information on APU International Insurance Coverage provisions. 

 y Traveler Safety: Learn strategies to stay safe during your Study Away experience. 

If at any time during your Study Away program you suffer an illness/injury; you are made to feel uncom-
fortable, unsafe, or become the victim of a crime, you are encouraged to fill out the CGLE/Study Away 
Incident Report immediately following the incident.

 y To view or complete a CGLE Health and Safety Incident Report, click HERE.

 y Be informed about the city and safety issues
 y Give your information to others: Home, On-site administration, and carry phone numbers of facul-
ty with you

 y Keep a tight hold of your belongings in public areas
 y Travel in groups
 y Inform the Zephyr Point Tahoe staff where you will be if you leave the campus
 y Inform Zephyr Point Tahoe staff immediately of any situation or person that causes you to feel in 
any way uncomfortable or threatened.

General Safety Measures

19Return to Table of Contents
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Contact the Title IX Coordinator Christine R. Guzman
Phone: (626) 815-2065
Email: crguzman@apu.edu
For more information, visit the website HERE.

Contact the Bias Incident Response Team 
Phone: (626) 387-5821
For more information, visit the website HERE.

In case an incident occurs:
1. Attend to injuries and safety concerns first.
2. Contact CGLE in Azusa, if necessary.
3. Complete the Incident Report form in the event of any of  the following:

 y Crime (including hate crimes)
 y Incidents of Discrimination/Bias
 y Medical Incidents
 y Sexual Harassment, Sexual Violence, Dating 
 y Violence & Stalking 

If in doubt, complete this Incident Report form to send to Center for Global Learning & 
Engagement.

Title IX Reporting

Bias Incident Reporting

Incident Reporting

APU Community 
Resources

Return to Table of Contents
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HEALTH & SAFETY

Heath 
and Wellness

During the program, it is important to monitor your health and that of others, especially if you have 
a unique medical history or chronic illness. Be “on top” of your own health when something goes 
wrong and do not let things worsen or wait for someone to notice. Ask for help and offer help. For 
your health:

Altitude Sickness:
Participants are encouraged to drink plenty of water and keep exercise at a minimum on the first 
day, as Lake Tahoe is at a higher elevation than most are used to.

Mental Health:
If you have a history of emotional or psychological problems, please consult with a mental health 
professional before leaving for study away to discuss the potential stresses of study abroad life. You 
will have some access to a professional mental health counselor while participating in your study 
away program. 

Visit the APU University Counseling Center (UCC) website for more information on what resources 
are available to you when you are on the APU Azusa Campus. If you would like to schedule an ap-
pointment with UCC prior to studying away, please call the UCC phone number (626) 815 2109.

Cultural Transition Resources:
Transitioning into another environment can be both exciting and stressful. Developing coping 
strategies in advance of this transition is an important way to manage the unknown situations you 
could encounter during your Study Away program. Learn more about cultural transition resources 
HERE.

Aim for a balanced diet and three meals per day 

Drink lots of water; stay hydrated! 

Wash your hands often

Stay rested; try to sleep at least eight hours per night 

Walk, jog, run, do yoga; stay active and exercise 

Take care of yourself emotionally; invest in relationships

Return to Table of Contents
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Local Police Information:
 y Call 911 for emergencies
 y South Lake Tahoe Police Department
 y 1352 Johnson Blvd
 y South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150
 y Phone: (530) 542-6100

Emergency Services Information:
 y Call 911 for emergencies
 y Barton Hospital
 y 2170 South Ave, SLT, CA 96150
 y (530) 541-3420
 y Barton Urgent Care
 y 155 Hwy 50, Stateline, NV 89449
 y (775) 589-8900

Lodging Information:
 y Zephyr Point - Lake Tahoe Conference & Retreat Center
 y P.O. Box 289, Zephyr Cove, NV 89448 
 y (775) 588-6759 x 100
 y For after-hours emergencies call (775) 588-6759 x 8

On-site Program Staff Information
 y David Williams
 y (626) 513-1887
 y dcwilliams@apu.edu
 y Ryan McKenzie
 y (775) 588-6759 ext. 106
 y rmckenzie@zephyrpoint.org

Location-Specific 
Health & Safety Information 

22Return to Table of Contents 22
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STUDENT LIFE

Program 
Location

The Zephyr Point Tahoe Semester is located at Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conference Center 
on the eastern shore of Lake Tahoe. The program location offers students unique and exciting 
structured experiences in backpacking and extracurricular opportunities such as mountain 
biking, skiing, kayaking, hiking, rock climbing, stand-up paddle boarding, and trail running. 
These opportunities, as well as the rich curriculum, provide a chance to experience, investigate, 
and apply academic coursework through experiential learning in Lake Tahoe, Sacramento, and 
the surrounding area. 

660 US-50 Box 289
Zephyr Cove, NV 89448
https://www.zephyrpoint.org/

View Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conference Center on the map by clicking HERE. 

Return to Table of Contents 23
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STUDENT LIFE

Program 
Activities

Program activities during the semester include opportunities to building community through 
eating meals together, worshipping together and hanging out in the town, on the lake, in the 
mountains. Other program highlights include:

 y Employment/Jobs: students will have the opportunity to apply to work on site.
 y Sacramento Exchange/Visit: students will hear from local groups and organizations focused 
on environmental justice in the capitol of California!

 y Introductory Backpacking Trips: whether you have backpacked before or not, take advantage 
of the learning that happens both in and out of the classroom! 

 y Extracurricular Opportunities (optional skiing, hiking, mountain biking, etc.).  Since Lake 
Tahoe is close to incredible water and mountain activities, students have many opportunities 
to explore!

 y Zephyr Point Conference Center is local to various coffee shops, eateries, shopping, resorts, 
etc.

Return to Table of ContentsReturn to Table of Contents

Planning additional student 
activities/student outings

Zephyr Point is a beautiful place, but you will need to 
get away occasionally for a change of scenery. Here are 
some principles applying to getting off campus and some 
things to do: Students are encouraged to organize group 
outings for coffee, hikes, snowshoeing and exploring the 
Tahoe are. To get off campus you can a) utilize Uber or Lyft 
or b) organize a group and use one of the Zephyr vehicles 
for your trip. If  you would like to make such an excursion 
with a Zephyr vehicle, schedule it with the RD and he/
she will arrange transportation for you. You are free to 
head into town on your own, simply let a student life staff 
member know your intentions before you leave.
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STUDENT LIFE

Community
Life

Upon arrival at Zephyr Point and at their first community meeting, students will create a 
community charter that specifies the goals and expectations that they will impose upon 
themselves for the semester. This charter cannot go beyond student life expectations 
established by the Lake Tahoe Semester, but it allows each semester to discuss and ultimately 
agree to the values and community goods they wish to seek in the development of their 
community. 

Student leaders will help guide the community according to the residence life expectations of 
the Lake Tahoe Semester and the charter that they create amongst themselves. 

Return to Table of Contents 25
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STUDENT LIFE

Housing 
and Roommates

Students will be housed in cabins. Choosing a roommate for the rooms within the cabins will 
be done organically, i.e. you figure it out when we get together. Rules governing visitation 
hours for the opposite gender will follow those governing the dorms on APU’s main campus.

Laundry
Laundry facilities will be available in the student cabins.
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Facilities Use & Damages
Living in residence requires maintenance of a clean, safe, and sanitary living area (inside 
the bedroom, bathroom, and surrounding areas) with cooperation between the roommates 
assigned to that housing area. Students are expected to leave their housing area in a clean and 
orderly condition at checkout. Extra cleaning and additional check out fees may be assessed 
for failure to comply with proper procedures.

Expectations while living at the Zephyr Point Tahoe campus: 
 y No ski or snowboard boots may be worn inside any of the Zephyr Point facilities inside any 
of the Zephyr Point facilities  

 y No food or drink except water in guest rooms.
 y A walkthrough with Zephyr Point staff will be arranged to inspect your facilities before 
departure. If any rooms are found excessively dirty, you will be asked to return to clean 
these rooms before leaving, or your APU Student Account will be billed for extra cleaning. 

 y Damages to facilities are chargeable to all residents of the housing unit. Minimum 
restoration fee for graffiti is $100. 

 y All residents of the housing units will have charges applied to their APU Student Account 
for any missing items including linens & keys. 

 y You may contact the Cabin Office to locate lost items. If shipment is required, the item(s) 
will be shipped at the owner’s expense. Items left on site by guests are kept for 30 days.

You can learn more about APU’s expectations for community living at the Office of Residence 
Life website HERE. 

https://www.apu.edu/housing/policies/facilityuse/


27Return to Table of Contents

Eating together is a central component of community. You are not required to attend any meals, 
but attendance at lunch and dinner is strongly encouraged. We will gather for prayer before every 
evening meal and convery announcements and other important information at evening meals. 
Classes will be scheduled so that meals follow immediately after class sessions in order to allow for 
the continuation of conversation over a meal. Information on dietary restrictions will be collected 
prior to the semester. The dining facilities at Zephyr will strive to accommodate student requests 
with regard to dietary preferences.  

 y Shoes and shirts are required in the dining area. 
 y No cups, plates or utensils are to be taken from the dining hall. 
 y Please be sure to bus and clean your tables

Visitation Policies
Zephyr Point is a large conference center that will most likely be able to accommodate your visit-
ing family and friends. Visitors are not allowed to stay in student housing. If you plan to have vis-
itors, simply provide the Zephyr staff advance notice and it is very likely that accomodations on 
sight can be arranged. There is also additional lodging in the surrounding area of South Lake Tahoe 
and beyond. Meals for visitors can also be arranged. Again, simply inform Zephyr staff in advance of 
your visitors needs and they can make the requisite arrangements. Charges and payment for ac-
commodations and meals will be arranged through Zephyr Point.

Student Breaks and Holidays
Shuttle service to the Reno airport is available for a fee.

Meals 
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STUDENT CONDUCT AND POLICIES

Student  Standards of 
Conduct on Study Away

All persons participating in an Azusa Pacific University administered Study Away program shall 
be subject to the “Student Standards of Conduct” policies appearing in the APU Undergraduate 
Student Handbook and any similar community standards set by the particular program. Students 
should review the Community Expectations as well as the Accountability Processes.

APU Study Away policies apply to every program participant and can be viewed on the Center for 
Global Learning and Engagement (CGLE) google site. In the pre-program preparation process, stu-
dents will sign their program’s Student Agreements Document (or equivalent) and program poli-
cies documents prior to participating in the program. 

Alcohol and Narcotics
Students who purchase, sell, possess, distribute, and/or use 
alcohol, narcotics or other intoxicants will be subject to the 
disciplinary process. Students are not allowed to use alcohol, 
narcotics or other intoxicants while participating in Study 
Away programs. This is true of other university-sponsored 
events and programs even if those events are off campus, 
regardless of whether the conduct is legal where it occurs. 

Due to the potential appearance of alcohol use, students are 
prohibited from displaying decorative bottles, collecting or 
storing empty alcohol containers on campus for recycling 
or other purposes. To learn more about APU’s Alcohol & 
Narcotics policies, please see Community Expectations.

Return to Table of Contents

Additional Zephyr Point Tahoe Semester Policies

THE FOLLOWING ARE NOT ALLOWED: 
 y Students may not bring cars, motorcycles or other person-
al motor vehicles to campus.

 y Pets are not allowed. 
 y No firearms, pellet guns, fireworks, etc.
 y No alcoholic beverages on the grounds or in conference 
facilities. 

 y No skateboarding, roller blading, using scooters, snowmo-
biles, dirt bikes, etc. 

 y Camping (tent or no tent) or living in RV’s is prohibited by 
local zoning regulations. 
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THE FOLLOWING ARE NOT ALLOWED: 
 y Conference facilities are for those renting the facility and not for public use. Attendees should 
not enter facilities rented by other group(s) without an invitation from the other group(s) 
using them. Tallac and Tahoe Center lobbies are common areas that may be used by all of our 
guests

TO PREVENT FIRES: 
 y Smoking is not permitted inside any of the Zephyr Point facilities. Smoking is allowed only in 
designated outside areas (containers are provided in designated locations). There is a signifi-
cant fee for non-compliance to the smoking policy to cover the cost of restoring to a smoke-
free condition. Smoking is restricted to outside designated areas where smoke containers are 
supplied and cabin decks. 

 y No outdoor campfires or rubbish fires. (Fireplace fires are limited to moisture seasons only.) 
 y Charcoal BBQ’s provided by ZP may be used if: watched at all times, and coals disposed of 
properly in the fireproof buckets provided at each cabin. No wood fires. Lake Tahoe is a high 
fire danger area. 

BEACH RULES: 
 y Swimming is at one’s own risk. There is no lifeguard on duty. 
 y No food or drink on pier. 
 y Beach and pier close nightly at 10:00 p.m. and Sunday morning until after worship (11:00 am). 
 y No jumping or diving off the pier. 
 y Beach paraphernalia must be cleared off the beach each time you leave the beach area. 
(Store against wall or remove). 

BOATING: 
 y Kayaks and canoes are permitted only outside of pier/swimming area and must be removed 
when not in use. 

 y Motorboats and other boats are prohibited on Zephyr Point shoreline and pier area. Inflatable 
rafts are permitted in the swimming/pier area. 

 y Mooring, docking, launching and parking of boats are not permitted. 
 y Embarking and disembarking of passengers from the pier or beach is prohibited. 

TO PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT: 
 y Walk on designated trails only. Existing trails are not to be altered nor new trails made. 
 y Garbage must be placed in bear-proof dumpsters placed around the center. Please latch 
them securely. 

FOR PEACEFUL ENJOYMENT: 
 y Quiet must be observed between 10:30 p.m. and 7:30 a.m. 
 y Observe quiet during Sunday morning worship. (Beach and pier closed until 11:00am.) 
 y Be considerate by moderating their voices and sounds of activities at all times. (Sound carries 
here!) 

 y Foul or offensive language is not acceptable at Zephyr Point

Return to Table of Contents
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CULTURAL PREPARATION

About 
Lake Tahoe

About Lake Tahoe
It is important to learn about the historical and cultural context of where you will be studying 
away in order to limit generalizations about a location, to change assumptions, and to be informed 
through knowledge and insights from the local communities and cultures. Deeper anaylsis of his-
torical context can allow for deeper learning, and asking critical questions about equity, privelege 
and power. The following information is relative to the location where you will be studying.

History
“For 400 generations, American Indians of the Washoe, Maidu and Paiute tribes foraged, fished and 
hunted the basin’s natural bounty. They took advantage of mild summer weather in the Sierra to 
collect edible and medicinal roots, seeds and plants. The town of Truckee is built on a traditional 
Indian campground and there is ample archeological evidence of Washoe villages dating back 
about 9,000 years in the region. The Washoe named the Truckee River “a’wakhu wa’t’a,” and they 
called Lake Tahoe “da’aw.” (http://worldpopulationreview.com/us-cities/south-lake-tahoe-ca-popu-
lation/)

Learn more about some of these historical events that have shaped Lake Tahoe:
 y https://thetahoeweekly.com/2015/06/the-discovery-of-lake-tahoe/
 y https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/ltbmu/learning/history-culture/?cid=fsm9_046620
 y https://thetahoeweekly.com/2019/01/gold-rush-injustice-against-african-americans/

General information
 y Population: 22,036
 y Demographics:
 y White: 82%
 y Other race: 9.49%
 y Asian: 3.57%
 y Two or more races: 2.85%
 y Black or African American: 1.48%
 y Native American: 0.42%
 y Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander: 0.23%

http://worldpopulationreview.com/us-cities/south-lake-tahoe-ca-population/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/southlaketahoecitycalifornia?
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http://worldpopulationreview.com/us-cities/south-lake-tahoe-ca-population/
http://worldpopulationreview.com/us-cities/south-lake-tahoe-ca-population/
https://thetahoeweekly.com/2015/06/the-discovery-of-lake-tahoe/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/ltbmu/learning/history-culture/?cid=fsm9_046620
https://thetahoeweekly.com/2019/01/gold-rush-injustice-against-african-americans/
http://worldpopulationreview.com/us-cities/south-lake-tahoe-ca-population/ 
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/southlaketahoecitycalifornia? 
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Read

Resources below for thinking about the environment, nature, place, space and identity differ-
ently:

 y Gruenwald, D. (2003). The best of both worlds: A critical pedagogy of place. Educational 
Researcher, 32(4), 3-12.

 y Finney, C. (in press). Black faces, white spaces: African Americans and the great outdoors. 
Chapel Hill, NC: UNC Press

 y Frazer, R. (2009). Toward a theory of critical teaching for social justice in outdoor educa-
tion studies: A grounded theory study of philosophical perspectives and teaching practic-
es (Unpublished doctoral dissertation). University of Wisconsin, Madison

 y Social Justice  in Outdoor Experiential Education : “The early history of environmental (in)
justice is represented in the oppression of indigenous peoples, including their displace-
ment from the outdoor environment and the hunting and gathering practices that sus-
tained them, rooting any discussion of environmental justice in the Western, White colo-
nization of the outdoors itself (Gruenwald, 2003).”

 y South Lake Tahoe Family Resource Center: http://tahoefrc.org/

 y Outdoor Afro organization

Resources for 
Further Learning

Return to Table of Contents

Photo permission for use by:  Outdoor Afro
https://www.flickr.com/photos/outdoorafro/sets/72157681922008705/
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http://tahoefrc.org/
https://outdoorafro.com/about/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/outdoorafro/sets/72157681922008705/


32

SUPPORT

On-Going Support 
and Re-entry

Please visit our website to learn more about resources while you’re away and when 
you come back to APU campus! Click HERE for more information. 

While you are away...The CGLE has a Study Away Intern just for you!  They will 
continue to be in communication with you and are available to you should any-
thing arise while you are studying away.

When you return… Plan now to be a part of the many re-entry resources in place 
for “Study Away Alumni” after you get back. You can look forward to reunions, 
reflections, contests, contacts/information, events (with free food), and most 
importantly people that have been where you are headed and are continuing 
to learn from their time away and integrate what they learned into their lives. 
Come by our office or visit our website to see all resources available to you when 
you return. We are eager to meet with you and hear about your time away!

Share your Experience: Write a blog about your experience and share those with 
us at studyaway@apu.edu. 

Photo Contest! Capture the moments of your semester through the photo con-
test and complete the Photo Contest Survey HERE. 

GLBL 425 Integration & Formation: This is a 1-unit, re-entry course that all APU 
Study Away students are required to take the semester AFTER studying away (5 
sessions of three hours each). Additional information for GLBL 425 sections will 
be emailed to you via your APU email account during pre-registration while you 
are studying away. 

Study Away Symposium: The final session of your GLBL 425 Re-Entry Class (In-
tegration & Formation) will be presentations about your semester at the “Study 
Away Symposium” where you are welcome to invite family, friends, peers, and 
colleagues.

CGLE/Study Away- On-Going Support and Re-entry
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https://sites.google.com/apu.edu/cgle/alumni
https://sites.google.com/apu.edu/cgle/alumni
https://sites.google.com/apu.edu/cgle/alumni
mailto:studyaway%40apu.edu?subject=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf63My4LJ4mQIMyoHCh2ql5y1Nt5VmFpYe2cTZWBoILab4b_A/viewform
https://sites.google.com/apu.edu/cgle/alumni/integration-formation
https://sites.google.com/apu.edu/cgle/alumni/study-away-symposium
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CONTACT

Contact
Information

Contact Telephone:

Mailing Address:

Cell Phones:

Email:

Telephone:

Fax:

Email:

Instagram:

Facebook:

Websites:

Website: 

Landline: 775-588-6759 (office hours)
Faxline:  775-588-1095

Center for Global Learning & Engagement
Azusa Pacific University 
701 E. Foothill Boulevard
PO Box 7000
Azusa, California 91702

Dave Williams, Program Director: (559) 676-3240
Ryan McKenzie, Program Ministries: (559) 760-8573

Zephyr Point Conference Center (zephyr@zephyrpoint.org)
Dave Williams, Program Director (dcwilliams@apu.edu)
Ryan McKenzie, Program Ministries (rmckenzie@zephyrpoint.
org)

(626) 857-2440

(626) 857-2444

studyaway@apu.edu

@apustudyaway

@APUStudyAway

https://sites.google.com/apu.edu/cgle/
https://www.apu.edu/global-engagement/

https://sites.google.com/apu.edu/cgle/programs/semester-pro-
grams/zephyr-point-tahoe-semester?authuser=0

Zephyr Point Tahoe Semester Contact Information:

Center for Global Learning & Engagement:
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